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For Immediate Release
   August 16, 2010

BEN WEAVER CURATES
TRAMPING WITH THE PIONEERS
RESIDENCY AT BRYANT LAKE BOWL
NEW ALBUM MIREPOIX & SMOKE
OUT OCTOBER 19 ON BLOODSHOT RECORDS

 “…Americana full of weary determination and aphoristic clarity,
somewhere between the Band and Tom Waits.”—The New York Times

“[Weaver] is like that spooky old guy who lives in a trailer
but tells amazing stories.”—Utne Reader

Mirepoix & Smoke—the seventh full length album and second release on Bloodshot Records by 31-year-old Minnesota musician/poet Ben Weaver—is due October 19. To celebrate the record’s release the Bryant Lake Bowl presents Tramping With the Pioneers, a multidisciplinary three-show residency bringing together collaborators from the local culinary, literary and music communities of the Twin Cities on September 23, September 30 and October 8. The new album will be made available exclusively at these performances prior to the on-sale date.
Curated by Weaver, Tramping With the Pioneers features thematic evenings exploring his influences and interests in the culinary, literary and musical fields. The first evening, focusing on Weaver’s experiences in the kitchen and how they have influenced his songwriting for the new album, includes talks and demonstrations by Mike Phillips (Owner, Green Ox Foods; former Executive Chef, Craftsman Restaurant, Minneapolis) and Andrew Kopplin (Owner, Kopplin’s Coffee, St. Paul) alongside a musical performance by Weaver. The second evening, which looks at Weaver’s literary work, features readings by The New York Times cocktail columnist and author of Dear American Airlines Jonathan Miles, acclaimed Minneapolis writers Dobby Gibson, Lightsey Darst and 2004 Nightboat Poetry Prize-winner Juliet Patterson as well as music and a reading by Weaver. The final evening celebrates the release of Mirepoix & Smoke with a headline set by Weaver and special guests The Pines. Please see below for complete event details.
Mirepoix & Smoke is the follow-up to 2008’s critically acclaimed The Ax in the Oak, which was heralded as “The Best Minnesota Album, Period” of 2008 by the Minneapolis Star-Tribune. Engineered, mixed and co-produced by Neil Strauch (Bonnie “Prince” Billy, Margot and the Nuclear So and So’s), the album’s songs are accompanied by little more than Weaver’s guitar or banjo and his voice, lending the record a much more stripped-down sound than his previous works. “This record is about me, my story, who I am and how it all keeps evolving,” Ben says.
In addition to his recording career Ben Weaver has published two poetry collections—2007’s Hand Me Downs Can Be Haunted and 2008’s The Talking Comes Later—and most recently won the 2009 What Light Grand Jury Prize for his poem “Devastations.” Weaver’s short story “Humaneque” was included in the anthology Amplified: Fiction from Leading Alt-County, Indie Rock and Folk Musicians alongside works by Jim White, Parry Larkin, Rhett Miller, Laura Veirs, Mary Gauthier and others. Weaver is currently working on a third poetry collection, tentatively due in 2011.

For more information, please contact Joe Cohen, Krista Williams or Carla Sacks at
Sacks & Co., 212.741.1000, joe.cohen@sacksco.com, krista@sacksco.com or carla@sacksco.com.

BEN WEAVER, TRAMPING WITH THE PIONEERS
September 23: Tramping With the Pioneers: Food
Hosted by Ellen Stanley of Red House Records & Host of KFAI FM’s “Women Folk”
Bryant Lake Bowl, Minneapolis, MN
· Mike Phillips (Owner, Green Ox Foods; former Executive Chef, Craftsman Restaurant, Minneapolis)
· Speaking about charcuterie, butchery and meat processing, sustainability and regionally sourced food.
· Andrew Kopplin (Owner, Kopplin’s Coffee, St. Paul)

· Speaking about terroir, single origin coffee, small batch roasting and why he doesn’t want to own a coffee chain. 

· Ben Weaver

· Performing songs and speaking about his experiences in the kitchen, foraging and how food, nature and working in the kitchen have inspired his songwriting.

September 30: Tramping With the Pioneers: Words
Hosted by Andy Sturdevant, editor of southtwelfth.tumblr.com
Bryant Lake Bowl, Minneapolis, MN

· Readings by Jonathan Miles, Dobby Gibson, Juliet Patterson and Lightsey Darst
· Reading and musical performance by Ben Weaver

October 8: Tramping With the Pioneers: Mirepoix & Smoke Record Release Show
Hosted by Ben Weaver
Bryant Lake Bowl, Minneapolis, MN
· Music by Ben Weaver and special guests The Pines

For more information, please contact Joe Cohen, Krista Williams or Carla Sacks at
Sacks & Co., 212.741.1000, joe.cohen@sacksco.com, krista@sacksco.com or carla@sacksco.com.
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